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SNAP BEAN AND OTHER CO1VRCIAL TRUCK CROPS:OREGON*
Agricultural Statis tics
1934 to 1943
Oregon by Counties
Acreage of snap beans harvested for processing in Ore:on in 1943 was esti-
mated at 4,300 acres, nearly five times the acreage in 1934 and approximately 2
times the five-year average from 1935 to 1939.The seasonal average farm price
was estimated at1O4.lO a ton in 1943, 12 percent higher than in 1942, and nearly
double the 1935-1939 average.Cash farm income reached nearly three million dollars
from this crop in 1943, by far the greatest of record.
The Willamette Valley produces approximately 90 percent of the total crop
(for processing and for market). arion Count,r is the most important single county,
with around 33 percent of the state's acreao in 1943, followed by Lane County with
21 percent, and Multnomah County with 15 percent.On a percentage basis, Columbia
County shows the greatest increase, the acreage being estimated at 290 in 1943
compared with only 7 acres in 1939.Small amounts are grown in practically every
county in the state.
Snap beans for processing:Acreage, production, price,
and value estimates, Oregon, by years, 1934 to 1943
Area Farm Seasonal
Year harvested production average price Value
Acres Tons tJTon Dollars
1934 900 4,300 47.00 202,000
1935 1,100 6,200 53.00 329,000
1936 1,340 7,600 56.60 430,000
1937 1,890 11,700 59.20 693,000
1938 2,600 13,000 48.00 673,000
1939 1,950 9,400 49.00 460,000
1940 2,210 15,000 46.00 690,000
1941 3,000 22,000 54.80 1,206,000
1942 4,000 21,200 93.20 1,976,000
1943 (prelimInary) 4,300 20,800 - 104.10 2,990,000
Va1ue derived by multiplying the production by the average seasonal price--not
strictly identical with cash farm income.
* preliminary release prepared by the Oregon State College Extension Service,
Agricultural Economics section, in cooperation with the Division of Agricultural
Statistics, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, United States Department of
Agriculture.Snap beans:Acreage harvested for processing
and for fresh market in Oregon, by counties,1939-1943
County or Preliminary
district 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943
Benton 75 85 100 120 110
Clackamas 110 12) 105 250 260
Lane 550 640 970 1,000 1,030
Linn 60 80 125 180 140
Marior 1,040 1,125 1,925 1,800 1,450
Multnomah 160 200 420 425 735
Polk 20 20 50 100 115
Washington 40 50 25 50 200
Yamhill 50 70 305 285 350
District 1 2,105 2,390 4,025 4,210 4,390
Clatsop 6 8 10
Columbia 7 10 40 135 290
Coos 4 7 7 5 8
Curry 1 --- ---- --- --
Lincoln 1 --- 25 5 5
Tillamook--- -
District2 19 25 82 145 303
Douglas 6 5 5 5 30
Jackson 14 15 35 35 25
Josephine 2 5 5 5
District3 22 25 45 44 60
Gilliam --- ---
HoodRiver 1 2 3 3 3
Morrow 1 12 8 5 5
Sherman 1 -- 1 1 1
thnatilla 30 50 30 30 30
Wasco 55 25 35 40 25
Wheeler 1 1 1 1 1
District 4 89 90 78 80 65 -
Baker 1 2 2 2 5
Malbeur 2 5 5 5 5
Union 3 2 2 2 2
Wallowa 1 1 1 -- 1
District 5 7 10 10 9 13
Crook 1 1
Deschutes 2 2 2 2 5
Grant 1 2 1 2 1
Harney 1 1 1 1 1
Jefferson 1 1 1
Kiamath 1 2 3 5 10
Lake 1 1 2 2 2
District 6 8 10 10 12 19
State total
county data 2,250 2,550 4,250 4,500 4,8503
The total acreage of truck crops in Oregon has increased substantially in
the past few years.In 1943, the acreage of all truck crops was reported at
77,600, an increase of 50 percent over the year previous, and about 55 percent over
two years ago.
As will be noted from the following table, however, acreages of some items
have increased very substantially, especially of green lima beans, snap beans, beets,
carrots, green corn, green peas, spinach, and tomatoes.During the two-year period,
1941 to 1943, decreases were reported for cantaloupes and muslonelons, celery, cucura-
bers, squash and pumpkins, and waterme1on.
Commercial truck crops:Acreago harvested for fresh market and for
processing, combined, bkinds, Oregon, 1939 to 1943
Kind 1939 1940 1941 1942
Preliminary
1943
Asparagus 700 700 700 800 800
Beans, green lima 130 620 650 900 900
Beans, snap 2,250 2,550 4,250 4,500 4,850
Beets 635 750 1,420 1,650 2,850
Cabbage 1,450 1,400 1,450 1,350 2,000
Cantaloupes & muskmeloris 700 840 850 700 720
Carrots 1,100 1,220 1,200 1,350 2,400
Cauliflower & white broccoli 800 660 600 420 880
Celery 450 470 550 410 500
Corn, green 3,700 3,750 4,950 6,100 8,200
Cucumbers 850 960 1,250 1,300 1,200
LeUuce, total 1,350 2,430 2,220 1,700 2,500
Onions, dry 3,550 3,200 3,100 3,400 3,600
Peas, green 19,95029,850 21,250 21,850 39,400
Spinach 415 450 525 800 1,800
Squash and pumpkins 900 1,180 1,140 1,150 950
Tomatoes 1,680 1,810 2,150 1,900 2,300
aterme1ons 60o 650 700 450 500
Iiisce1laneous truck crops 090 910 945 870 1, 250
Commercial truck crops1 total 42,100 54,400 49,900 51,600 77,600
/ Includes brussels sprouts, green broccoli, turnips and rutabagas,parsnips,
rhubarb, garlic, green onions, peppers, radishes, eggplant, etc.4
The Willamette Valley counties, together with Umatilla County, accounted
for approximately 85 percent of the total acreage of commercial truck crops in
Oregon in 1943.The most important single county in the state was Umatilla with
approximately 46 percent of the state total.Green peas accounted for more than
97 percent of Umatilla Count.yts truck crop acreage.Marion County was second in
importance with nearly 8 percent of the state total followed by Maiheur, Multnomah,
and Lane counties, each with approximately 6 percent.The Willaniette Valley
accounted for arouzd 39 percent of the total.Although four "major" crops (green
corn, snap beans, beets, and green peas) account for over one-half of the acreage,
many of the "minor" crops, such as brussels sprouts, parsnips, garlic, swiss chard,
and eggplant are grown almost exclusively in the Willamette Valley.
Commercial truck crops:Acreage harvested for processing and for
fresh market in Oregon, by counties, 1943/
County or County or
district Acres district Acres
Benton 925
Clackainas 3,000
Lane 4,500
Linn 3,000
Marion 6,000
Multnomah 4,800
Polk 675
Washington 4,030
Yamhill 3,500
District 1 3O 430
Clatsop 30
Columbia 1,750
Coos 175
Curry 90
Lincoln 150
Tillamook 10
District 2 2,205
Douglas 750
Jackson 700
Josephine 275
District 3 1,725
Gilliam
Hood River 150
Morrow 275
Sherman 20
Umatilla 35,&J0
asco 775
?Iheeler 15
District 4 36,835
Baker 100
Maiheur 4,950
Union 700
Wailowa 50
District 5 5,800
Crook 35
Des chutes 35
Grant 30
Harney 10
Jefferson 5
Kiamath 460
Lake 30
District 6 605
STATE TOTAL 77.600
/ Includes asparagus, snap beans, green lima beans, beets, cabbage, cantaloupes
and muskmelons, carrots, cauliflower, brccco1i, celery, green corn, cucumbers,
eggplant, lettuce, dry onions, green peas, peppers, rhubarb, spinach, squash
and pumpkins, tomatoes, turnips, rutabagas, watermelons, brussels sprouts,
parsnips, garlic, green onions, radishes, and swiss chard.5
Estimates of the approximate acreage of various kinds of commercial truck
crops in the principal counties of Oregon in 194.3 are given in the following para.-
graphs.
Asparagus:Umatilla, 250 acres; Clackarnas, 150 acres; Hood River, 90 acres;
Polk, 60 acres; and Wasco, 50 acres.Several other counties had smaller acreages
but these five counties accounted for about 75 percent of the state total.Aspara-
gus is grown for both commercial processing and the fresh market.
Beans, green lima:About 800 acres of green lima beans were harvested in
Washington County in 1943.These were mostly for processing.Small acreages are
grown for the fresh market in several other counties.
Beans, snap;See data on page 2.Pole beans grown for processing accounted
for most of the acreage of snap beans in Oregon in 1943 but some varieties were
grown specifically for fresh market.Some green snap bush beans were produced for
the fresh market and a considerable acreage of wax beans was grown for both
processing and the fresh market.Most of the wax beans were in Columbia County but
several Willarnette Valley counties had from 10 to 50 acres each.
Beets:Lane had about 950 acres; Linn, 800 acres; Benton, 350 acres;
Marion, 300 acres; Yanthill, 150 acres; Polk, 100 acres.There were smaller acreages
in several other counties but these six counties accounted for about 8]. percent of
the state's acreage in 1943.Most of the vegetable beets were canned by commercial
processors.Some were frozen or dehydrated or sold unprocessed to consumers on
the fresh market.
Cabbage:Multnomah, 925 acres; Clackamas, 400 acres; Columbia, 150 acres.
There were smaller acreages in most other counties in 1943 but none of these had
as much as 100 acres.About 400 acres of cabbage were grown for kraut and 1,600
acres for fresh market in 1943.A considerable portion of the crop was unharvested
due to marketing difficulties.
Cantaloupes and inuslcmelons:Douglas County led in the acreage of cantaloupes
and rnuskmelons for market in l943 with about 250 acres, followed by Yamhill with
about 175 acres.Several other bounties with less than 50 acres each accounted for
the balance othe state's acreage.
Carrots:Lane and Lirin c9unties produced about 500 acres of carrots each in
1943.Multnomah had about 450 ares; Marion, 275 acres; Clackamas, 135 acres;
Benton, 100 acres, and Maiheur,0O acres.Other counties with less than 100 acres
each accounted for the remainingl4 percent of the statets acreage.Prior to 1943,
production for the fresh market had required over half of Oregon's carrot acreage.
In 1943, however, carrots for processing accounted for more than half the acreage.
Some of the carrots planted for ntarket were utilized for stock feed.
Cauliflower (and white brcco1i):Multnomah County grew about 350 acres in
1943; Clackainas, about 250 acresand Douglas County, about 150 acres.There were
smaller acreages in several othei counties but none had more than 100 acres each.
The production from about 10 percent of the acreage in 1943 was marketed to com-
mercial processors and 90 percent on the fresh market.Celery:Three counties had about 84 percent of the Oregon celery acreage
in 1943--Marion about 225 acres, Maiheur about 120 acres, and Clackamas about 75
acres.A few counties had smaller acreages.
Green cornLeading counties in 1943 were:Yanthifl, 1,900 acres; Lane,
1,000 acres; Marion, 1,000 acres; Maiheur, 800 acres; Washington, 650 acres;
Multnomah, 550 acres; Linn 350 acres; Clackamas, 300 acres, Polk, 275 acres;
Columbia, 250 acres; Jackson, 200 acres; Benton, 185 acres; Josephine, 100 acres;
and Umatilla, 100 acres.Several other counties had less than 100 acres each.
Sweet corn is grown extensively for both fresh market and for processing.Available
information indicates that about 57 percent of the acreage in 1943 went to proces-
sors and 43 percent to fresh market.
Cucumbers:Approximately 400 acres of cucumbers were grown in Columbia
County in 1943, 250 acres in Multnomah, 200 acres in Lane, and about 100 acres in
Marion County.There were smaller acreages in most other counties.About 85
percent of Oregon's acreage was grown for manufacturing into pickles by commercial
processors and 15 percent for sale on the fresh market for slicing or pickling
purposes.
Lettuce:About 2,000 acres of lettuce were cut for market in Maiheur County
in 1943.Marion and Multnomah counties had about 100 acres each while smaller
acreages in other counties accounted for bhe balance of the state's acreage.Both
early and late lettuce crops are grown in Oregon.The late spring crop harvested
principally in June accounted for about 32 percent of the state's acreage in 1943
and the fall crop harvested principally in )ctober and November accounted for about
68 percent.
onions:Maiheur County harvested about 1,300 acres of onions in 1943
with Marion County a close second at about 1,200 acres.There were about 500 acres
in Washington County, excluding onions for sets, 250 acres in Kiamath, and 150 in
Yamhill.Clackamas had about 75 acres and Jackson, 50 acres.There were small
acreages in several other counties.
Green peas:Umatilla County is by far the leading green pea producing county
in Oregon.Approximately 34,700 acres rere harvested in this county in 1943.Next
in importance was Washington County with about 1,300 acres followed by Union with
about 600 acres; Columbia, about 550 acres; Maiheur, about 475 acres; Wasco, about
450 acres, Clackamas, about 350 acres; Yamhill, about 350 acres; Multnomah, about
150 acres; and Marion with about 125 acres.There were small acreages in several
other counties.The crop from afl but about 800 acres of the peas harvested green
in the state in 1943 was canned or frozen.Some of the peas planted for processing
matured and were harvested as dry peas.
Spinach:Most of the spinach is grown in the Willamette Valley with small
acreages in several other counties throughout the state.Available information
indicates about 500 acres in Marion County; 450 acres in Multnomah; 350 acres in
Linn; 200 acres in Clackarnas, and 150 acres in Lane County in 1943.Other
Willamette Valley counties had less than 100 acres each.The crop was mostly
canned or frozen by commercial processors.Squash and pumpkins:Most of the squashes and pumpkins produced for food
were gron-i in Linn,ashington, 1,fl3and Clackamas counties which had from 100 to
200 acres each.This does not include acreages grown for seed and stock feed.
Tomat:Leading counties in 143 wereLinn, 525 acres; Marion, 325
acres; Multnomah, 250 acres; IJmatiila, 230 acres; Jackson, 175 acres; Clackamas,
150 acres; Douglas, 100 acres; and Washington, 100 acres.About 1,000 acres in
the entire state were grown primari1for processing and 1,300 acres primarily for
fresh market.These outlets were not able to handle the entire 1943 crop satis-
factorily and some loss resulted.
Watermelons:About 200 acres of watermelons were grown for market in Morrow
County in 1943, followed by Umatilla with about 75 acres, and !amhill with about
Sd acres.Several other counties had less than 50 acres each.
Other commercial truck crops:Mnitnomah County grew about 250 acres of
brussels sprouts and green broccoli out o.tan estimated state total of 350 acres
in 1943.Clackamas County had about one-fifth of the 125 acres of rhubgrb in
Oregon in 1943, vdth smaller amounts in several other counties.Of an estimated
225 acres of parsnips, grown for sale in the state, Multnomah, Clackamas, and
Marion counties had between 50 and 100 acres each.Small acreages were grown for
market in several other counties.Around 250 acres of turnips and rutabagas were
grown for food in the state but no single county had as much as 100 acres.There
were less than 100 acres grown in the state each of garlic, green onions, peppers,
radishes, and eggplant for market.